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The IVCIL Wheel-A-Thon Team Challenge 
 
Your organization can help make the Third Annual Illinois Valley Center for Independent Living (IVCIL) Wheel-A-
Thon the best ever.  

How? By participating in the Wheel-A-Thon’s Team Challenge. 
 
 
The IVCIL Wheel-A-Thon is a fundraising and 
community awareness event organized by and 
benefiting IVCIL. This organization offers services 
to increase opportunities for people with 
disabilities to live active, productive lives. 
 
Both people with and without a disability will go the 
distance in the Wheel-A-Thon by using a 
wheelchair to negotiate an approximate 1-mile 
route. The Wheel-A-Thon, occurring on June 7, 
2008 at 10 a.m., has two purposes: 
 

1. To raise community awareness of the 
issues involved when using a wheelchair 
for mobility and the importance of 
accessibility. 

 
2. To raise much-needed funds for IVCIL. 

This year’s goal is to raise $15,001 from 
participant pledges and corporate 
sponsorships! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Team Challenge promotes friendly competition between teams organized from businesses, organizations, or just a 
group of friends. A team is comprised of two to four people. If your group exceeds four, you can form multiple teams as 
long as each team is four members or less. Here’s how it works. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Recruit one or more team(s) wheelers/walkers 
who share a wheelchair and work together to raise 
funds for the Wheel-A-Thon. 

 
2. Choose a team name and Team Captain for each 

team who will serve as a liaison to IVCIL staff and 
lead your team to success. 

 
3. Collect sponsors from friends, family, co-workers, 

etc. and participate on June 7. 

Your team will compete against other teams for a 
“bragging rights” plaque.  
 
Call IVCIL at 815-224-3126 Voice/TTY for more 
information. 
 

 
 

What Happens at the Wheel-A-Thon? 
 
On the day of the Wheel-A-Thon, you should arrive at 
Baker Lake in Peru at 9:30 a.m. to sign in and turn in 
your sponsor sheet(s) and pledges. You or your team will 
be assigned a wheelchair and have an opportunity to 
practice your wheelies (kidding!) and socialize with the 
other participants. 
 
At 10:00 a.m., the opening ceremony will begin with 
comments from IVCIL personnel and the Wheel-A-Thon 
Chairman and will conclude with the national anthem. 
 
The wheelers and walkers will then take off and 
complete the approximate 1-mile course along Baker 
Lake. The course should take approximately 20 and 30 
minutes to complete. 
 
Upon finishing the route, you’ll enjoy a complimentary 
picnic of hot dogs, chips, cold beverages, and cookies. 
While you eat, we’ll announce the top teams and 
individual participants. The event winds down around 
noon so you can continue to enjoy the rest of your 
Saturday. 
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Third Annual  
IVCIL Wheel-A-Thon 

Saturday, June 7, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 
At Baker Lake 

Airport Road (Chartres Street), Peru 
Benefiting IVCIL 

  
  

  
1. Make sure people know why participating in the Wheel-A-Thon is important. Try to involve co-

workers/members who have been touched by disability, whether personally or through family members 
or friends. 

 
2. Invite a Wheel-A-Thon representative to meet with your company/organization to help explain the event 

and recruit participants. 
 

3. Make the Wheel-A-Thon fun! Have competitions between departments, floors, and employees to see 
who can raise the most money. Offer incentive prizes to top fundraising wheelers and departments. 

 
4. Take a “top down” approach. Ask the top managers in the company to support the Wheel-A-Thon in the 

following ways: 
 By signing up and participating in the Wheel-A-Thon. 
 By allowing you to send out Wheel-A-Thon memos or e-mail to all employees. 
 By permitting you to hold team-building meetings for employees (with Wheel-A-Thon 

representatives and materials). 
 By sending out a memo to every department requesting that a Team Captain be designated to 

assist you in you team building. 
 

5. Publicize the Wheel-A-Thon by placing fliers and posters in prominent places throughout the workplace. 
 

6. Set goals for the number of wheelers and amount of dollars you want to raise. 
 

7. Make sure to register your team(s) as early as possible, preferably before May 31. 
 

8. Stay in close contact with the IVCIL office so the staff can help you every step of the way. 
 

9. Encourage employees/members to sign up co-workers, family members, friends, vendors, and 
suppliers to join your team as wheelers or supporters. 

 
10. Have fun and feel good about helping others and our community. 
  

 


